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C-STEAM Powers St. Norbert School!
STEM is an educational approach focused 
on the foundations of science, technology, 
engineering, and math, with curriculum 
and activities encouraging young minds 
to explore in unique, hands-on ways. At 
St. Norbert School, we also incorporate 
the arts and the teachings of our Catholic 
faith. As a result, every day our students 
are powered by our faith through 
C-STEAM (Catholic - Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, Math)!

In our PreK classroom, Mrs. Donaher 
proves that it’s never too early to start 
putting C-STEAM in action. Through fun, 
interactive activities, the children engage 

in what looks like “play” but is actually a 
carefully constructed environment where 
they are encouraged to ask questions, 
hypothesize, discuss their observations, 
and come up with conclusions. “I make it a 
point not to interrupt this thought process 
because watching them make their own 
discoveries is a sacred experience,” said 
Mrs. Donaher. “It’s how I perceive God 
at work in the human mind.” Activities 
include a Halloween challenge to build a 
haunted house with a baby ghost (tissue 
with eyes), creating the letters of the 
alphabet using strips of paper, and making 
patterns with pom-poms and tweezers.

Sat., March 30, 2019 
6:00 – 10:30 PM 

The Barn at Liseter

MARDI GRAS 
MADNESS

Catholic Schools 
Week Highlights

Sun., January 27th

11:30 AM Catholic 
Schools Week Mass

12:30 PM Open House 

Mon., January 28th

9:00 AM Open House 

Wed., January 30th

Nickels for J.D.  
service event

Fri., February 1st

5:00 PM Pizza Bingo

Continued on page 2
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Earlier this year, second graders 
completed a STEM Lego challenge– 
to design a new mailbox for Santa 
because his old one was overflowing! 
Working in small groups, the 
students first discussed a plan for 
creating an elevated mailbox with 
a bag of Legos and an envelope 
for measurement. Through this 
project, they worked on the skills 
of collaboration, problem solving, 
planning, measuring, and building.

“C-STEAM to me is real-world 
application of knowledge and skills, 
and I use it to develop projects 
that cross all curriculums and focus 
from the past all the way through 
to the modern society,” says upper 
school social studies teacher Mrs. 
Klunk. She believes that connecting 
C-STEAM and social studies shows 

the students that events are not 
isolated. For example, technological 
advances such as the cotton gin 
and the electric light bulb both had 
societal implications. Her students 
come to understand the integration 
between science and technology and 
world events.

In Mr. DeSimone’s Technology 
Instruction classes, eighth graders 
create a memory box, a process 
that incorporates all elements of 
C-STEAM, from programming the 
circuit board computer and learning 
about light and illumination, to 
measurement, construction, and 
artistic decoration. Sixth graders get 
to build and program a LEGO EV3 
Robot, requiring students to apply 
various concepts such as light and 
distance, computer programming, 
and mathematic wheel calculations.

All grades have fun learning and 
exploring through C-STEAM at St. 
Norbert School!

Continued from page 1

Congratulations St. Norbert Fall CYO Sports Teams!
It was an action-packed Fall for St. Norbert CYO field hockey, soccer, and cross country teams.

Field Hockey
The St. Norbert’s/St. Patrick’s 
Varsity field hockey team clinched 
the Archdiocesan Field Hockey 
Championship, defeating St. Joseph’s 
2-1 in sudden death double overtime. 
Earlier this Fall, the Varsity team won 
the Acorn Tournament, an annual 
event that raises money for charity.

The players took some time off the 
field to participate in a special service 
project, working with Mrs. Lori Myers 
to prepare lasagna formaggio in the 
SNS kitchen. The team made five 
large pans of lasagna to donate to a 
local family and area shelters. 

Soccer
The JV soccer team, seeded #4 
heading into the playoffs, beat #1 
seed St. Aloysius 4-3 in the semi-
finals, and then defeated Saints 
Simon and Jude 2-1 to win the Region 
17 CYO Championship.

The Varsity team finished the 
regular season strong with a record 
of 6-1-2, and advanced to the playoff 
quarter finals.

Cross Country
This fall the St. Norbert Cross Country 
team’s overall average mile split 
improved from 9:52/mile to 8:36/mile 

over the course of eight races. Several 
runners achieved below 7:30/mile 
on the demanding, historic Belmont 
Plateau cross country course in 
Fairmount Park. 

Team members also participated 
in the Regional Cross Country 
Championship in Bucks County 
and the National Cross Country 
Championship in Nashville, TN.

Congratulations to all Fall CYO 
sports players and coaches on their 
exciting seasons!



p3

On December 2, Father Steve Albero was formally installed as the new pastor of Saint Norbert Church! In recent 
months, he and the parish’s new parochial vicar Father Arul Amalraj have spent time getting to know our students 
and sharing in special events such as First Friday Mass and First Reconciliation. We also wished Father Mike Lee a 
happy and healthy retirement, thanking him for his many years of service to our school.

March 2018 TerraNova Spring National Percentiles

Reading Language Math Total 
Score Science  Social 

Studies
Grade K Archdiocese of Philadelphia 65 NA 80 78 NA NA

Chester County 70 NA 85 83 NA NA
St. Norbert School 67 NA 88 85 NA NA

Grade 1 Archdiocese of Philadelphia 70 NA 75 77 66 71
Chester County 76 NA 80 83 73 77
St. Norbert School 86 NA 85 90 83 84

Grade 2 Archdiocese of Philadelphia 74 NA 73 78 63 70
Chester County 80 NA 78 84 69 76
St. Norbert School 90 NA 93 95 87 87

Grade 3 Archdiocese of Philadelphia 67 64 64 69 67 68
Chester County 75 72 75 79 76 77
St. Norbert School 89 90 81 92 86 87

Grade 4 Archdiocese of Philadelphia 66 67 62 70 59 68
Chester County 76 78 76 83 72 78
St. Norbert School 93 86 88 94 89 89

Grade 5 Archdiocese of Philadelphia 65 67 67 71 62 60
Chester County 75 78 80 83 73 71
St. Norbert School 81 84 90 89 85 70

Grade 6 Archdiocese of Philadelphia 70 74 65 75 64 68
Chester County 82 86 82 89 77 79
St. Norbert School 89 93 91 95 88 90

Grade 7 Archdiocese of Philadelphia 73 81 76 83 65 72
Chester County 82 87 88 91 76 80
St. Norbert School 81 85 86 89 81 82

Grade 8 Archdiocese of Philadelphia 78 80 76 83 66 69
Chester County 88 90 91 93 78 82
St. Norbert School 93 93 91 95 78 85

SNS Students Outperform Peers in All Subject Areas
St. Norbert School students continue to outperform the 
students in the Archdiocese as well as in Chester County 
on the TerraNova standardized tests. As in previous 
years, the students not only earned high scores, but 
they also outperformed the anticipated scores. The 
below table shows the results for St. Norbert School for 

Grades K to 8 in the categories of Reading, Language, 
Mathematics, Total Score, Science and Social Studies 
compared to the Archdiocese and the other Catholic 
schools in Chester County. These scores show the 
continued hard work by both the students and the 
teachers in the achievement of these results.
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We are very happy to  
welcome the following  

families who have joined  
the St. Norbert School 
Community this year...

The Brandt Family
The Cambridge Family

The Chen Family
The Coonrad Family

The Dixon Family
The Dolan Family

The Dziegielewski Family
The Farkas Family

The Freimanis Family
The Gibson Family
The Kane Family

The Labresco Family
The Lee Family

The Marquet Family
The Mascaro Family
The Michell Family

The Sladicka Family
The Weir Family

The Wynn Family
The Zhang Family

A Special Evening at the Saint Norbert School Nativity 
There is nothing like the St. Norbert 
School Nativity to put you in 
the holiday spirit, and this year’s 
performance didn’t disappoint. From 
our littlest sheep to our heralds and 
angels on high, each student plays 
a part in telling the story of Christ’s 
birth. It’s remarkable to watch the 
kids take their roles so seriously and 
act and sing with such conviction, 
a true testament to our directors, 
Mrs. Ceil Frack and Mrs. Mary Riisen. 
Aubrey Mae Scelzo, daughter of our 
second grade teacher, was a perfect 
angel as the sweetest baby Jesus. 

The Nativity is always one of the 
highlights of the school year, and 
it truly embodies the true spirit of 
Christmas.



Service at the Heart of St. Norbert
Service to those in need in our 
community is at the forefront of 
all we do at St. Norbert School. 
Initiatives, such as the peanut butter 
and jelly drive, the Nickel Race, and 
the St. Jude’s Math-a-Thon bring 
the entire school together for an 
important cause. The students work 
on special service projects as well in 
their individual classrooms each year.

Mrs. Dunkerley’s kindergarteners 
make stuffed animals that are then 
delivered to children at Nemours/
DuPont Hospital for Children. The 
students take pride in stuffing their 
animal and adding a heart and 
special wish for the recipient. They 
also complete a birth certificate 
for their creation and decorate 
a gift bag. “Children at this age 

can relate to cuddling with a 
stuffed animal for comfort and 
doing something special for sick 
children,” says Mrs. Dunkerley.

In sixth grade, Mrs. Klunk’s students 
put together chemo bags that are 
delivered to Chester County and 
Paoli oncology offices. The bags 
include goodies to bring comfort to 
a chemo patient — mints, tissues, 
drinks, crossword books, healthy 
snacks, magazines, and hats. The 
students then decorate the outside 
of the bag with motivational quotes, 
along with a sweet note and prayers 
from the student.

It’s a true Pink Out in October when 
the students show their support 
by wearing their pink and donating 

to Unite for HER, a non-profit in 
West Chester that serves women 
diagnosed with breast cancer.

Throughout every grade at St. 
Norbert School, our students are 
guided by their faith to learn the 
value and importance of giving back 
and serving others.

SNS Graduate Gives Back
SNS students of all ages had much to 
be grateful for this past Thanksgiving, 
including the opening of a gaga pit 
on the school playground. This great 
addition is thanks to SNS 2016 alum 
Ryan Hoffman, who raised money 
and constructed the pit as a project 
to attain Eagle Scout rank.

Similar to dodge ball, gaga is a  
fast-paced game played in an 
octagonal pit. Players try to strike 
opponents below the knees with a 
soft rubber ball.

Ryan set up a webpage to raise 

money to purchase the wood, 
brackets, stain, and mulch needed 
to construct the pit, and got Home 
Depot to provide a discount on the 
materials. He constructed the pit 
over two weekends in November 
with the help of family and fellow 
Troop 7 scouts.

Ryan, who is a 2016 Neumann 
Scholar and a junior at Archbishop 
Carroll High School, said of the 
project, “I wanted to give back to the 
St. Norbert School community that 
gave me so much.”
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St. Norbert School 2017-2018 Annual Fund
St. Norbert School is profoundly grateful for all those who took a role in supporting St. Norbert School  

last year. Nearly $97,000 was raised for the 2017-2018 SNS Annual Fund. We are honored by the number of  
Annual Fund supporters who are truly dedicated to the vision and mission of St. Norbert School.

St. Marguerite d’Youville  
Giving Circle
James and Helen Gabriele (M)
Our Lady of Guadalupe  
Giving Circle 
John and Maria Buhl (M)
Richard and Elizabeth Tarka Miller
David and Kimberly Savage
Golden Bull Dogs Giving Circle 
Peter and Susan Altringer 
John and Nikki Bendl (M)
Michael and Rachael Bushey
Bogdan and Mihaela Butoi
Jake and Nicole Elguicze
Jerry Feng
Jim and Megan Fox
David and Mary Beth Fritz
Robert Healy
Mick and Macee Keelan
Kevin and Nicolette Kelly
Robert and Elizabeth Kennedy
Thomas and Mary Kling
Samuel and Barbara Kucia
Christopher and Kristin Labate
Patrick and Megan Liney (M)
Michael and Theresa O’Neill
Larry and Maria Palmer (M)
Amir and Keri Shahpari (M)
Chris and Andrea Shank
Michael and Zoe Warner (M)
Thomas and Gina Whalen
Pastor’s Club 
Richard and Berenice Annechini
J. Stuart and Marielena Barnes
Patrick and Amanda Barton
James Cahill
John and Cynthia Castaldi
Damian and Lizzie DellaVecchia
Lisa DeMarco (M)
Ben Dobson and Amy Snyder (M)
Robert and Susan Hoffman
Mary Ellen Maggitti
Paul and Nicole Manion (M)
Andrew and Connie Neary
Anthony and Lea Perretta
Erik and Beth Peterson
Amanda Schalich
Cecilia Dolores Silvia-Pizzaro (M)
Nancy Smolinski
Tom and Page Syron
Patrick and Michele Walton
Joseph and Jolly Waterman
Enyu Zhang (M)
Principal’s Club
Donald and Elizabeth Andersen
Keith and Megan Benedict
Michael and Christina Burke
Jennifer Caria
Matthew and Lara Ciesinski (M)
Alan and Patricia Connelly
Jeffrey and Kelli Czajkowski
Christopher and Susan Fagley
William and Marlita Fair
Frank and Renee Files
Ron and Maura Goll
Vincent and Monica Grippa
Gerald and Lorraine Grous
Jason and Kristie Grupe
Weston and Margaret Hamilton
Rich and Christine Hawkinson
Mary Kay Hennessy
Jon and Christy Hoffman
Scott and Brooke Keith
Steve and Cathy Link
Louis and Julie Linquata (M)
Glenn Madere
Barbara Martin
Eric and Jackie Martin
Walter and Terri McDonald
Chris and Karen Murray

Stephen and Joyce Negrotti
John and Marita Parthemore
Jay and Aileen Rule
St. Norbert School Faculty and 

Staff
Will and Meg Sargent
Ken and Colleen Schultz
Austin and Anabella Tracy (M)
Kevin and Julie Vanderslice
Damon and Tess Walvoord
David and Rosemary Weidman 

(M)
Daryl and Paula Williams
Kurt and Julie Wright
John and Stephany Ziegler
Peter and Sonia Zimmermann
Maroon and Grey Club
Drew and Louis Altringer
John and Marianne Aprile
Teresa Armon
James and Jessica Baker
Dave and Amanda Battinieri
Michael and Katie Bellopede (M)
Claude and Carol Bennett
George and Sarah Beres (M)
Brian and Kristen Binkley
Patrick and Julie Bolger
James and Alice Bowman
Todd and Elizabeth Brady
Janelle Brandberg
James and Joy Brennan
David and Mary Beth Brueggen
Jim and Stephanie Buysse
Thomas and Christine Cancelmo
William and Virginia Carr
John and Pamela Caruolo
Caroline Castagno
Rich and Mary Cavallaro
Marek and Meghan Chmura
Ward and Christine Christman
Patricia Ciprietti
Sharon Clifton
Mary Concannon
Joe and Lisa Corcoran
Joshua and Giovanna Decker
Aniello and Maria Della Greca 
Justin and Marta DeLisi
Joe and Bianca DeMeo
Wilma DeMeo
James and Sandy Dilks
Geraldine Donaher
James and Nancy Dougherty
Danielle Drahus
Rashad and Stephanie Drayton
Christina Dunkerley
Anne Elliott
Paul and Nicole Esposito
John and Dorothy Filan
Erik and Elizabeth Formica
Joan Foster
Alfonso and Barbara Gabriele
Gerald and Carolyn Harper
Richard and Nancy Harris
Michael and Sarah Helduser (M)
William and Cay Holmes (M)
Justin and Ann-Marie Hulstine
Christopher Keith
Courtney Keith
Charles and Karen Keller
Carl and Marguerite Klaiber
Mark and Kara Klaiber
Cecile Knies
Robert and Christine Koch
William and Christina Laczko
Patricia Lappin
Joseph and Stephanie Leicht
Ed and Kate Leong
Luz and Luvimino Lim
Paul Michael and Jessica Lim
Bernard and Karen Link
Beatrice Lock

Jonathan and Sindhuja 
Manchester

Frank and Joanne McAdams
Edward and Mary McCarthy
Sean and Dana McDougall
Siobhan McMahon
Marita McManus
Craig and Melissa Moore
John and Diane Moran
Joseph and Sharon Murphy
Richard and Carol Murphy
Eugene and Marilyn Nowoswiat
Jim and Elgin Nowoswiat
Chris and Kate O’Brien
Rob and Amy Oliver
Bryan and Christy Parthemore
Vincent and Linda Piotti
Anthony and Megan Posca
Rick and Jennifer Raker
Tracey Randinelli
Craig and Jennifer Roberts
Ed and Robin Rofi
Stephen and Sandra Ryan
John and Anita Savoy
St. Norbert School First Grade 

Class
Vincent and Patricia Saverino
Matthew and Shanna Schalich
John and Nancy Sergovic
Zachary and Ann Simpson
Joe and Cecily Sobota
Patrick and Chrissy Stach
Joseph and Constance Staszak
John and Noreen Strohman
Kathleen Strott
James and Andrea Valentino
Terence and Kendra Walsh
James and Jacquelyn Walton
Lady Walvoord
Mark and Eileen Watson
Carol Ann Wolfington
Patricia Yonchek
Tracey Young
Leonard and Andrea Zubey
(M) Indicates corporate matching 
gift
The Gift of EITC
The Educational Improvement 
Tax Credit (EITC) allows 
Pennsylvania businesses 
to donate to non-profit 
scholarship organizations to 
receive a tax credit of up to 
90 percent during the year in 
which the gift is made. These 
contributions provide need-
based scholarships to enrolled 
families. St. Norbert School 
received EITC contributions 
totaling over $50,000 during the 
2017-2108 academic year due to 
the generosity of the following 
community businesses: 
BLOCS (Business Leaders 

Organized for Catholic Schools)
Cristo Rey Financial, Inc.
The Foundation for Catholic 

Education
J.P. Mascaro & Sons
WSFS
The Gift of Scholarship
We are deeply grateful to the 
organizations and alumni and 
friends of St. Norbert School 
who believe in the mission of 
faith, academic excellence, and 
service and give in the form of 
scholarships for current students. 

The John G. Foster Memorial 
Foundation

Heritage of Faith- Vision of Hope 
Capital Campaign 

Keith Thomas Perrymore Fund/ 
Gerry McTear Scholarship

Gifts in Kind
We are very grateful to the 
following individuals who 
donated special gifts to the 
school during the 2017-18 school 
year. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bogdan Butoi
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Driscoll
Mrs. Denise Duffy
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Martin
Mrs. Jackie O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Palmer
Mr. and Mrs. Garth Rice
Mr. and Mrs. David Savage
Mr. Tony Venuto
Grants
St. Norbert School was awarded 
grants during the 2017-18 
school year from the following 
organizations in recognition 
of the school’s academic 
achievement and to support 
various educational programs 
and future sustainability. 
Exxon Mobil Educational Alliance
The Foundation for Catholic 

Education
Special Fundraising Events
The Diamond Derby, the major 
fundraising event of the 2017-
18 school year, raised over 
$80,000 for learning resources, 
technology upgrades, continuing 
education for faculty, and campus 
improvements. The Diamond 
Derby was also an opportunity 
for parents, faculty and staff, 
and friends of the school to 
celebrate as a community 
their commitment to Catholic 
education for all our students.
We would like to thank and 
acknowledge the following 
sponsors and families who 
supported the Diamond Derby 
event. 
The Edward A. Morris, Jr. Family 

Foundation
The Kucia Family
The Savage Family
Adam Mechanical
Arrow Pool Services
The Fila Family
St. Norbert School Home and 

School Association
The Bagley Family
The Neary Family
Wealth Advisory Group, Inc.
Gwynne Barnes
Barton Communications
Isabella Faro-Winkelman, Realtor- 

Coldwell Banker Preferred
Hassis Men’s Shop
Tom French, State Farm 

Insurance
Kat Robbins Interiors
Anthony Perretta, Allstate 

Insurance Agency
St. Norbert Parish
St. Norbert Parish CYO
St. Norbert School Advisory 

Board
Stephen Marker Landscaping LLC
Perfect Setting Catering


